When Ethnohistory was a
Science



In Custer Died for Your Sins,
the Lakota intellectual Vine
Deloria, Jr. wrote that "behind
each policy and program with
which Indians are plagued, if
traced completely back to its
origin, stands the
anthropologist.”




Eli Lilly, and the US Department of Justice, Financed the Voegelin’s Work
Among the Shawnee

In 1933, during a Bread
Dance, the defining ritual of
Shawnee identity, Voegelin
wrote that “the behavior of
the Indians while waiting for
this food to be cooked was
peculiarly urbane. One felt
that the Shawnee manner of
town life was not forgotten,
even though the government
land allotment system
separates families at
present.”
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Science, Reason, and Objectivity

One Milestone

2
To believe smugly, till my eighteenth year,
That right was right, and never could be wrong,
That God was God, and sinning was a sin,
That day and night were each twelve hours long—
This was I taught, and lauded for believing :
These creeds I stole; men honored me for thieving.

One friend there was who laughed at these my creeds,
And then came men who said that they were wrong,
And last came Life itself to prove to me
How weak were all my idols I deemed strong.

- This year I learned that right is often wrong,
That God is nothing but a2 man-made thing,
That day is short, and night is thrice as long,
That sin means not to protest, but to cringe.

Life took unto himself the clean, blank page

~ That was my life, and wrote these things for me,
. And they who taught me creeds so long ago
By scorn of my new life, trumpet me free.

Ermine B. W heeler.




In 1959, Erminie Wheeler-
Voegelin wrote a letter to a
friend in which she described
her “continual shock” at
“how much we have written
about these Indians, for two
centuries, and how little we
have actually given about
them, concerning who, when,
where (not to mention what
and why)?”




The Voegelin’s Paid Shawnees for Their Research
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In this photo, taken between 1936 and 1941, Absentee Shawnee James Clark stands with the
Voegelin family in their home at DePauw University, in Greencastle, Indiana



The Voegelin’s faith in science and reason
made it impossible for her to see the need for
reflexive anthropology. Her role in scholarship,
and her personal and professional loyalties,
never factored into her scholarship.
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Erminie Wheeler-
Voegelin in her
“Mortuary Customs
of the Shawnee and
other Woodland
Indians” created
matrices of burial
practices that we
now find invaluable
in identifying
Shawnee graves for
our NAGPRA and
Section 106
responsibilities.
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74 EARLY NARRATIVES OF THE NORTHWEST [1665-1670

much surprise to me when he saw a gode' suddenly fall,
covered with blood, as the result of a gunshot, that he stood
motionless with the wonder caused by a thing which seemed
to him so extraordinary. The Frenchmen who traded with
the Canadian tribes were often amused at seeing those peo-

le in raptures of this sort. The savages often took them
fthe Frenchmen)] for spirits and gods; if any tribe had some
Frenchmen among them, that was sufficient to make them
feel safe from any injuries by their neighbors; and the French
became mediators in all their quarrels. The detailed con-
versations which I have had with many voyageurs in those
countries have supplied me with material for my accounts
of those peoples; all that they have told me about them
has 50 uniformly agreed that I have felt obliged to give the
public some idea of that vast region.

Sieur Perot has best known those peoples; the gover-
nors-general of Canada have always employed him in all their
schemes; and his acquaintance with the savage tongues, his
experience, and his mental ability have enabled him to make
discoveries which gave opportunity to Monsieur de la Salle
to push forward all those explorations in which he achieved
80 great success. It was through his agency that the Mis-
sissippi became known.? He rendered very important ser-
vices to the colony, made known the glory of the king among
those peoples, and induced them to form an alliance with
us. On one occasion, among the Pouteouatemis, he was re-
garded as a god. Curicsity induced him to form the ac-
quaintance of this nation, who dwelt at the foot of the Bay
of Puans. They had heard of the French, and their desire
to become acquainted with them in order to secure the trade
with them had induced these savages to go down to Montreal,
under the guidance of a wandering Qutacuak who was glad
to conduct them thither? The French had been described

1 Gode is a sea-bird, probably the murre or awk, common in the North At~
lantic and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

1 Perrot probably saw the Mississippi before La Salle had done s0; whether
he had made it known before the voyage of Jolliet and Marquette in 1673 is
questionable.

1 Perrot would seem toimply that he was the first Frenchman the Potawatomi
bad ever seen. Either he was ignorant of the visit of Radisson and Grosseilliers
and other early adventurers, or he purposely magnifies his own discoveries.
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to them as covered with hair (the savages have no beards),
and they believed that we were of a different species from
other men. They were astonished to see that we were made
like themselves, and regarded it as a present that the sky
and the spirits had made them in permitting one of the celes-
tial beings to enter their land. The old men solemnly smoked
a calumet? and came into his presence, offering it to him as
homage that they rendered to him.

After he had smoked the calumet, it was presented by-

the chief to his tribesmen, who all offered it in turn to one
another, blowing from their mouths the tobacco-smoke over
him &s if it were incense. They said to him: “Thou art
one of the chief spirits, since thou usest iron; it is for thee
to rule and protect all men. Praised be the Sun, who has
instructed thee and sent thee to our country.” They adored
him as a god; they took his kmives and hatchets and in-
censed them with the tobacco-smoke from their mouths;

sndtheypresentedtohlmsomanykmdsoffoodthathe
could not taste them all. “It is a spirit,” they said; “these
provisions that he has not tasted are not worthy of his lips.”
When he left the room, they insisted on carrying him upon
their shoulders; the way over which he passed was made
clear; they did [not] dare look in his face; and the women
and children watched him from a distance. “He is a spirit,”
they said; “let us show our affection for him, and he will
have pity on us.” The savage who had introduced him to
this tribe was, in acknowledgment thereof, treated as a cap-
tain. Perot was careful not to receive all these acts of ado-
ration, although, it is true, he accepted these honors so far
as the interests of religzion were not concerned. He told
them that he was not what they thought, but only a French-
man; that the real Spirit who had made all had given to the
French the knowledge of iron, and the ability to handle it
a8 if it were paste. He said that that Spirit, desiring to show
his pity for his creatures, had permitted the French nation
to settle in their country in order to remove them from the

1The calumet was the sacred pipe of the Indians and was used in all forms
of worship and negotintion. The word is supposed to be derived from the
Norman-French ““chalumet,” meaning a reed. The heads of the calumets are
made of pipestone, the stems of hollow wood, with fantastic decorations.

- %00

v

O UM QK€

1236PM ||
8/4/2015




o

"
REE
Rbab bbb bbbl










